
Potential Causes of HighWater Bills

Changes in your water use

Check for leaks

   

Toilet and faucet leaks

Outdoor and underground leaks



Do It Yourself Toilet Assessment

The second most common type of leak has to do with an improperly adjusted or broken 
fill (ballcock) valve. To check for this take the lid off of the toilet tank, flush, and see if 
water is draining into the overflow tubes when the tank is full.

Irrigation Systems

   Leak Size Gallons Per 
Day 

Gallons Per 
Month

Cubic Feet per 
Quarter

    
A dripping leak 

consumes:
15 gallons 450 gallons

180 Cubic 
Feet

A 1/32 in. leak 
consumes:

264 gallons 7,920 gallons
3,168 Cubic 

feet
A 1/16 in. leak 

consumes:
943 gallons 28,300 gallons

11,319 Cubic 
Feet

A 1/8 in. leak 
consumes:

3,806
gallons

114,200
gallons

45,681 Cubic 
Feet

A 1/4 in. leak 
consumes:

15,226
gallons

456,800
gallons

182,721 Cubic
feet

A 1/2 in. leak 
consumes:

60,900
gallons

1,827,000
gallons

730,800 Cubic
Feet



Water Softeners

When All Else Fails…

Courtesy of the County of Lake, California Website: Excessive Water Use Mystery
"Solved" (and a good sense of humor)

Click (here) to view the attached video. (3 MB) or go to: 

http://www.co.lake.ca.us/Assets/SpecialDistricts/Images/CatFlushingVideo.wmv 

What Can I Do if My Bill is Unusually High?


